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Beautiful Yemen!





Houthis as Proxies for Iran?
• “These constant reports that the Houthis are working for the Iranians are 

nonsense” They’ve been fighting Al-Qaeda since at least 2012, and 
they’ve been winning. Why are we fighting a movement that’s fighting Al-
Qaeda?” Michael Horton, Yemen Expert

• "The United States has (...) dissented from Saudi claims that Iran is 
controlling the Houthis.”

• “There is little evidence that the Iranians have provided significant 
military support to the Houthis or exercise significant control over the 
group” April Alley, a researcher with the International Crisis Group."

NYT, "U.S. and Iran Both Conflict and Converge"



Saudi Airstrikes and Blockade

• Saudi-led coalition is committing many apparent violations of the laws 
of war 

• Indiscriminate attacks on civilians
• Use of internationally banned cluster munitions 

“The coalition-imposed blockade may amount to starvation of civilians as a 
method of warfare, a war crime”.

Human Right Watch.  Wenzel Michalski. Director, Germany. OCTOBER 26, 2015



Air Strike on Fajj Attan, Sana’a

Faj Attan  Base hit by Saudi Air strike on 20th 
April 2015 at Sanaa, Yemen



Sanaa resident describes Saudi-led bombing 
as like 'being at the centre of an earthquake’

• Many parts of Yemen's capital 
city reduced to rubble 

• “Massive and huge 
explosions rocking the capital 
Sanaa many times, following 
intense Saudi jets soaring in 
the sky of Sanaa.” 

• “I swear the building is 
shaking like I'm in the center 
of an earthquake!! I guess 
these are the newest bombs 
now!”

A Yemeni Girls finding that her family 
home is destroyed

Independent. Dec 1, 2015



Nothing was sacred for Airstrikes, even
Mosques



Destruction of Infrastructure, October, 2022

• 10 seaports
• 14 airports
• 190 electricity facilities
• 400 road and bridges 
• 110 communications 

posts
• 105 water plants
• 70,000 houses of 

civilians
• 1248 school and 

educational centers

• 43 university
• 214 hospital and health 

clinics
• 564 industrial plants
• 52 tourist attractions
• 43  heritage site
• 29 sports arenas
• 472 food storage 

hangers
• 546 local markets
• 212 fuel stations
• 103 chicken hatchers 



Live Stock after Airstrike

Adam Bailes











US Role in Arming Saudi

• The Obama admin had over $90 billion in arms deals with Saudi from 
2010-2014 and well over $11 billion in 2015

• Washington Post
• Reuters 













Sept 20, 2023





Peace Process Plans between two Yemeni 
Governments

• Permeant nationwide ceasefire, 
• Commitment to resume oil exports, 
• Pay all public sector salaries, 
• Open roads in Taiz and other parts of Yemen
• “further ease restrictions on Sanaa Airport and the Hodeidah

port” 
• Engage in preparations for the resumption of an inclusive 

political process



Houthis Position on War on Gaza

• All Israeli linked ships can’t pass through Bab-
Almandab until there is a ceasefire. (11/19)

• All ships going to Israel regardless of ownership, 
destined to Israel, can’t pass through Bab-Almandab
until humanitarian aid is allowed into Gaza.(12/3)



U.S. Response to Red Sea Crisis
• U.S. military coalition began patrolling the Red Sea (11/22)
• U.S. established Operation Prosperity Guardian (12/18)
• U.S/UK military attacked Yemen (Jan 12)
• U.S. designates the Houthis a terrorist group (Jan. 17)
• U.S. decision to designate the Houthis a terrorist group 

temporarily blocked a crucial element of the peace process.
• Salaries to public servants who have not been paid since 

August of 2016 can’t be made until US grants a license 
authorizing it.



US Designation of  AA as SDGT
• “I think it’s a form of do-something-ism,” 

he told Al Jazeera. The reimposition of the 
SDGT designation, he added, is a reflection 
of Washington’s refusal to recognize that 
recent Houthi attacks are linked to the war 
in Gaza.

• “The Biden administration has put itself in 
a box … where it doesn’t have good policy 
options.”

• Brian Finucane, a senior US programme adviser at the 
International Crisis Group think tank.



Feb 6, 2024





Future of Peace Process in Yemen

• Anti-Houthi groups in Yemen began calling for international 
support to start fighting. 

• U.S. Ambassador met with the Minister of Defense in the IRG
• “The escalation in the Red Sea has resulted in the direct 

suspension of a deal that was anticipated to be announced in 
recent months,” Ahmed Nagi, a senior Yemen analyst at the 
International Crisis Group, a think tank.

• “The U.N.-led political discussions are presently at a 
standstill.”



Thank you

For further questions:
Aisha@yemenfoundation.org











Inside Saudi Arabia’s Campaign to Charm American 
Policymakers and Journalists

The Intercept. Dec 1, 2015
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